Bonjour Bernard and Regus
I have been asked to give a short talk on dykes and aboiteaux for an organization called Tantramar Seniors College. To prepare, I talked to a Tantramar dykeland farm family and I now have two questions that, to my mind, are important.  I am hoping that they involve material that you have dealt with in the past.
Both involve the almost rigid physical structure of a salt marsh described by Sherman Bleakney as an entanglement of live and dead roots packed with fine silt. Here are the questions I came away with after the Tantramar dykeland farm family gave me an interesting tour of their dykeland. 
Question 1: Dales or land forming.
Because of the firm structure described by Sherman Bleakney , the permeability of a salt marsh is very low. The downward movement of water must therefore be painfully slow.  I gather that the Acadians used dales (a nice sketch is attached). Do you know of documentation that mentions when they started constructing dales? And likely they used the plowing method described in Sherman’s book. Also what did the Acadians call dales and dale ditches?
Question 2: Root crops on salt marshes.
I asked the Tantramar farmer if potatoes, carrots and beats were ever grown on dykeland. He said not likely because it would be very difficult to dig root crops with a potato fork. From digging I have done on a marsh I can see that there might be a problem.  Did the Acadians grow if potatoes, carrots and beats on their dykeland and if so did they somehow break up the top layer silt packed entanglement of live and dead roots?
Others must have been faced with my two questions and I hope that someone addressed them in a publication.
Thanks.

Kerr

Hi Sherman
I hope things are well with you.
Your book is a real god send. So much would have been lost if you had chosen a different retirement project. I am using it again as the email to Bernard and Regus given below will show. I am sending you a copy because you probably can answer the questions .

I am also involved in organizing a conference and that information is also given below.

Fundy Geological Museum Conference Web Site. 
http://museum.gov.ns.ca/fgm/en/home/whattoseedo/risingsealevelconference.aspx
Conference Agenda.
http://museum.gov.ns.ca/site-museum/media/FGM/KenAdams_TideConferenceAgenda2012.pdf
Conference Registration Form
http://museum.gov.ns.ca/site-museum/media/FGM/Ken_TideConferenceRegistrationForm2012.pdf

All the best
Kerr
