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Elizabeth Clark Hardy

The poem, "In Durand", which includes a very respectful and heartfelt description of the City, was written by Elizabeth Clark Hardy, a highly regarded poetess, who was a 25 year resident of the city. Elizabeth Clark was born in New York State in 1849 and eventually married Joseph Hardy of Durand in 1871. They farmed near Red Cedar for many years, and Elizabeth moved to Durand following her husband’s death in 1913.

Hardy was a popular writer of prose and poetry, contributing to many of the leading magazines of the time, including “Woman’s Home Companion” and “Harpers Magazine”. One poem, “When the Tide is Low", was read at the state funerals for both Presidents Woodrow Wilson and Warren G. Harding. During the last 18 years of her life, she was the Household Editor for the "Wisconsin Agriculturalist” and each week during those years her columns brought hope and good cheer to thousands of Wisconsin farm women.

At her funeral services on September 8, 1929, her eulogy included the following quote: “The world will move on, the memory of this noble woman will grow dim with the passing years, but …those who have known her…will live better through the years. …that is why I do not want to say we have paid the last tribute to the departed, for I feel, if we do not, some later generation will sometime bring fuller tribute to her goodness and her genius.”

……………………………………………………………………………………………
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             Elizabeth  Clarke  Hardy 

          Elizabeth Clarke Hardy was a poet who lived in Lima, Wisconsin (which is in “suburban” Durand) and also lived for a number of years in Durand, Wisconsin, with her niece. Elizabeth Clarke Hardy was famous in her own right, and a poem of hers entitled, “ The Lonely Voyage“, was read at the memorial services for two United States Presidents, Warren G. Harding in 1923 and Woodrow Wilson in 1924 
Elizabeth Clarke Hardy was born March 23, 1849 in St. Lawrence County, New York. Her parents, Almond and Elvira Clarke farmed in the northern part of the state of New York. 
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          At the young age of four, she and her family moved to the Lodi region of Wisconsin. There, she attended the local academy where she excelled in language arts. Her family loved her writings and highly praised her for them. 
 When she reached the age of seventeen, she was employed as a teacher. During a summer break she took a visit to her sister, Mrs. Prindle’s house. Her sister encouraged her to take a teaching job here in the school district. The school was near where Perry and Lucina Hardy, the parents of Clarke Hardy’s husband, had their farm. 
Soon after, she met her husband, Joseph Hardy, and they were married on February 8, 1871. She and Joseph lived on his parent’s farm near Red Cedar, which is six miles northeast of Durand. 
Not long after they had been living there, both of them decided they wanted to make it on their own and moved to Eau Claire.  Only two years later Joseph and Elizabeth Clarke Hardy decided to move back to the area and farm. The farm that they built was named Sunny Brook Place. Many artists and writers who came to the area painted and wrote about the farm because of its beauty and its prosperity. Their farm was also featured in many magazines and newspapers for its agriculture and livestock. 
Clarke Hardy and Joseph lived at Sunny Brook Place for forty years. During this time Clarke Hardy kept up her writing, which included articles, stories, and poems. In the 1870’s, Frank Leslie Publishing started publishing her work. Also during this time Joseph and Clarke Hardy adopted their niece, Grace, and three other boys. 
It seemed their lives were going so well until April of 1912 when Joseph had an appendicitis attack and died on December 4, the following year.  In 1914, Clarke Hardy and Grace moved to Durand. While living in Durand she wrote a commencement poem dedicated to Durand High School and another poem about the city of Durand. 
 At the age of eighty, Elizabeth Clarke Hardy died on September 6, 1929. This famous poet is buried in Forest Hill Cemetery. The farm where she and Joseph farmed is almost all gone. The only structure that remains is the lower part of the silo.   
