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The	Chebucto Peninsula	
- Parks	&	Protected	Areas
- Environmental	Factors	influencing	types	
of	landscapes,	plants	&	animals

- Glacial	Landscape
- Hard,	mineral-poor	rocks
- Disturbance,	especially	fire



FBLWA













The	“fire-embracing”	species

• Broom	Crowberry	(Corema conradii)
• Jack	Pine	(Pinus banksiana)





























Putting	Broom	Crowberry	and	
Jack	Pine	together

• The	Jack	Pine	– Broom	Crowberry	Barrens,	
nationally	unique	and	globally	rare
• Pine	Barrens and	Pine	Woodlands	broadly	as	
endangered,	fire-dependent	ecosystems











A	piece	of	the	Backlands	under	
the	Microscope

• The	Williams	Lake	Backlands







Dr.	Nick	Hill	
Fernhill	Conservation,	Berwick





The	Mosaic	Landscape

• Geology
• Disturbance



A	mosaic	of	landscapes	&	plant	communities	associated	with	high	variability	on
a	small	scale	in:	
- Topography	
- Depth	of	soil/till
- Drainage	
- Surface	Water	Storage
- Ages	since	disturbance



All	related	to:		- Distribution	of	glacially	scoured	hard	rock	outcrops	of	SMB
- Outscrops of	highly	folded	&	metamorphosed	Halifax	Group

black	slates	and	siltstones	of	the	Meguma Supergroup
- A	contact	zone	between	the	two	rock	types
- Deposition	of	glacial	till

















The	Plant	Communities

• The	species
• What’s	rare
• Classification	of	Upland	Plant	Communities













Yellow	Birch



Fire,	Water	&	the	
Plant	Communities

• Classification	in	relation	to	fire
• Where	fires	start
• Regeneration	after	fire

FIRE















































Longer	term	history	of	fire









Fire,	Water	&	the	
Plant	Communities

• Classification	of	wetlands
• Movement	of	water	through	the	landscape

WATER



Wetland:	land	saturated	with	water	long	enough	to	promote	wetland	processes	as	indicated
by	poorly	drained	soils	and	hydrophytic vegetation… Peatlands are	organic	wetlands.		Hydric	
Soils:	wet	long	enough	to	promote	anaerobic	(lack	of	O2)	in	upper	part	of	the	soil.











Conservation

• Why	Conserve	the	Backlands
• Threats	to	Ecological	Integrity

- Fire	(not	enough	or	too	much)
- Development
- Roadsalt
- Recreational	use
- Area	&	Connectivity

• What	we	can	do	to	help













*

*











So… Please

- Support	the	Nature	Conservancy	of	Canada
- Support	NS	Nature	Trust
- Support	and	Use	the	Green	Network	Plan
- Support/join	volunteer	organizations
- Get	out	and	about	&	Leave	No	Trace	
- And	remove	a	few	traces	left	by	others

-ThanX




