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operation before 1786 so the manufacture of lumber was being encouraged to
meet the needs of the incoming Loyalists.®

Encouragement iC lumbering was only given, however, when the result would
be favourable wo the British govemment. Early in the nineteenth century,

Parliament ;af:-e; a succession of acts reserving colonial white pine trees as a
supply of masts for the British navy. The Act of 1721 was the most stringent, as it
reserved all white pines regardless of size. The final edict was the Act of 1729, a
repetition of the 1721 statute, but with stronger legal “teeth.” The Act of 1721
was extended to include Nova Scotia, an area then consisting of both peninsular
and mainland Nova Scotia (modem New Brunswick), but not Cape Breton
[sland, which remained a French possession.

The Acts of 1721 and 1729 must have had little relevance for the Acadians,
Micmacs and other peoples who made up the permanent population of the area
until 1749. It is conceivable that the inhabitants were unaware of the legislation
and in any case, their lumbering activities were probably minimal. Although it is
known that the Acadians had sawmills as early as the 1680s, their exports of
lumber were meagre. “A major reason may be that timber for masts. ..was not
plentiful near Acadian settlements and it was masts above all which interested the
French before 1710 and the British afterwards.”'® However, masts were being cut
in Nova Scotia before the founding of Halifax. In 1734, Governor Lawrence
Armstrong at Annapolis issued an order for cutting timber because of “an
immediate demand in the King’s navy for timber of specified dimensions.” The
order authorized contractors “to cut and sell the requisite timber wherever it may
be found on either side of ‘this river,” unless the inhabitants on whose ground it is
found are willing to sell it at a fair price."!

It was of greater final significance to Nova Scotia and New Brunswick
that white pine trees reserved for the British navy and marked by the “Broad
Arrow” under the authority of the Surveyor General of the King’s Woods,
became a source of annoyance to the inhabitants of the Thirteen Colonies.
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