Thanks Susan.

In my opinion items 1) and 4), shown below, are not acceptable to historians and genealogists. The deed books have many important deeds that can only be discovered by search methods that do not require a knowledge of grantor or grantee names. I have identified historically important deeds by noticing such information as property location and dates in the columns of the index books and I would never have had success if I had been restricted to searching by grantor/grantee name only. In fact this is how, along with probate documents, I was able to identify the Planter influence on dyking along the Parrsboro Shore and Apple River. In fact it was necessary to use the index books at Amherst as well as at Kentville.

Also browsing (even the unintentional browsing that occurs as one turns the pages of a book in order to locate a specific page) leads to discoveries that one might never find otherwise. I have discovered important data on lighthouses and information that included maps. Prior to this it did not occur to me that government departments would use the registry of deeds. In my opinion browsing must be one of the options on the computer interface.

 It is also my opinion the hand written deed books should be regarded as provincial, and maybe even national, treasures. Treasures that should housed in public paces. I would like to see the Kentville hand written books placed in the Acadia University Library, the Parrsboro Township Books transferred to the new facilities promised for the Ottawa House and the Cumberland County deed books placed wherever is appropriate in Amherst.

I am told that many years ago the Mormon Church copied Nova Scotia’s deed books. Maybe historians and genealogists will be forced to ask the Mormon Church Family History and Genealogy Department to place their copy of Nova Scotia’s deeds on line.

One more question. In the Registry of Deeds office of the future what happens when there are more people wanting to do research than there are computers?

I hope that sometime in the near future a new system is designed for Properties Online! A system that allows browsing and provides sophisticated search methods.

Kerr 

……………………………………..
1)  Searching by town location on computer - you can only search by PID or grantee or grantor, not by location.

4) Able to search page by page of deeds or indexes?  No, this won't be an option with the new computer system, Properties Online.

