  Email to Jack Jagstaff

The Capt Elisha Grant house.

On the 19 Oct. 1889 my grandfather, John William Canning, and his brother in law Capt Elisha Grant each bought a portion of the so-called McGill lot. Elisha Grant was married to my grandfather’s sister Cordelia and Elisha Grant’s land bordered on my grandfather’s lot. Elisha‘s lot eventually became the Hubert Murphy property.

Elisha Grant was killed in a vessel related accident( I think his vessel was unloading and a cable snapped striking Capt. Grant in the head???). Cordelia eventually married Hubert Murphy’s father. The Murphy connection is complex and I have to look at my notes to get it straight.

My father told me that the house just above the Hubert Murphy house was the home of Elisha and Cordelia (Canning) Grant. I was also told that the Jim McKay house was Caroline(Pettis) Cannon/Canning ‘s store and that it was in the dooryard of the William Cannon/Canning home. This building was moved to the location where Jim McKay lived.

When the road was paved my father moved the McKay building across the road and unfortunately it was later burned. Because the original building site had a stone foundation the government required that the foundation for the new site also be of stone. I can remember watching my father build the new foundation.

Kerr

………………………………………………….

Reply from Jack Wagstaff.

Kerr:
I think that your description below answers something that I have sought for some years  --  Who owned the house that is adjacent to the Hubert Murphy house as seen in the following photo?
No person that I have asked could tell me including Hazel  Slater.  The only answer that I have received up to now is that some Murphy or McKay family owned it but nothing definite.  

Now believe that it belonged to Capt. Elisha Grant and Cordelia (Canning) Grant, parents of (1) Florence Mae Grant who married Jim McKay, and (2) Juanita "Nita" Grant who married Arthur Murphy (brother to Hubert Murphy) who drowned on 28 Oct 1918 off the coast of Alaska.  As you have stated, Cordelia married Isaac Johnson Murphy ( a widower) on 31 July 1907.    They moved to British Columbia where he died in North Vancouver on 3 June 1938 and she died in Burnaby on 6 March 1947.    I assume that both are buried in BC.
The interesting to find out now is when they moved to BC and exactly what happened to their home.  My guess is that they followed Arthur and Nita somewhere prior to 1918.
