It is my understanding that further changes are forthcoming at the Registry of Deeds Office in Amherst. I have been a regular user of these documents for my historical research for many years.  They provide a wealth of local information that is not replicated elsewhere.

In the near future, the print copies of these records will no longer be available for public use.  Although I am not happy about this, I can probably manage but I know that the hard copies of the indexes are not being digitized since it is assumed that they are no longer needed in the new computer world. Nothing could be further from the truth.  

Without these indexes, you must know the name of the grantor/grantee when you start your search on the computer.  It is no longer possible to browse by such details as location of the property, personal names, institutional name, etc., just to name a few.  In doing historical research, you often do not know in advance exactly what you are looking for or what you might find.  I would never have discovered much of what I know about the Ottawa House and the rest of the Parrsboro shore without the ability to scan the indexes. An index that can be browsed using the computer is essential if we are to maintain access to the same valuable historical information that we had previously.  We are losing access to our heritage if this process is allowed to continue in its current form.

I would like to propose that we maintain the print indexes for the time being.  The project to digitize these records needs to be evaluated to be sure that important historical documents and information are not being lost. The print indexes provided a link to the original documents by allowing you to search by name, property location and by permitting you to browse through the deed books. These indexes are valuable research tools. We need to be sure that all of their helpful information is still available and useable in the new computerized model.  A computer can increase the speed with which information can be located but it can also result in the destruction of information if we are not careful.

