Hi Aidan

, Carrol Campbell 

, and Jim Smith

 Conrad and I enjoyed our visit to Truro; it was a pleasure to meet you and the other museum and planter committee members. I need to find a way to put names to faces; I have questions for several people that I spoke with briefly.  There is one person in particular I would like to reach; he was in the museum archives (in shorts) on the day of our visit and I believe he is writing a book. It was my understanding that he has extensive knowledge of the life history of many of the Cobequid Planters. 

Problem 1

To my knowledge the first land grants at Advocate Harbour were issued circa 1784.

Warrant to survey  issued July 1784: John Arnald 1000 acres, 

Samuel Wetherbe, 

Patrick Manning, 

David Hoar Junr, 

Ebenezer Bartlett, 

John Lynds (No Grant), 

Thomas Stevens , 

James Morrow,  

Aaron Crow, 

Thomas Lynds, and 

Jacob Lynds.

Lots 1,2,3,4,5,6,7, and 9.

1784:Jacob Lynds (Lot 7 )and Thomas Lynds (Lot 12)

1784: John Arnold (Lot 4 and Lot 5) and Thomas Stevens (Lot 9). Surveyors report, dated 14 September 1784, states that they are loyalists.

1789: Samuel Wetherbe, David Hoare, and Patrick Manning

1792: James Bourke and Michael Bourke (Lot 2 and Lot 6)

James Morrow

Aaron Crow

Names from the Land Grant Index Map:

Samuel Wetherbe (Lot1)

James Bourke and Michael Bourke (Lot 2 and Lot 6)

David Hoare (Lot 3)

John Arnold (Lot 4 and Lot 5)

1784:Jacob Lynds (Lot 7 )

Patrick Manning (Lot 8)

Thomas Stevens (Lot 9)

Aaron Crow (Lot 10)

James Morrow (Lot11)

Thomas Lynds (Lot 12)

I am interested in these planters. A particular interest involves the so-called Advocate Grant. A group of Cobequid Planters was the recipient of this land at Advocate Harbour. These Planters were issued grants of 500 acres circa 1784; these grants were laid out for the influx of Loyalists.  I am curious to know the reasons for giving lands to the Advocate grantee Planters when they already had land in Cobequid. Is it possible that these Cobequid Planters had joined Loyalist regiments and therefore, they were entitled to land set aside for Loyalists?  It is interesting to not that eventually all of the Advocate Planter grantees sold their land and returned to Cobequid. 

I have another problem. In some land grants and early deeds I occasionally find land described as located in what appears to be the wrong county; Cobiqued Township properties listed as being in Halifax County for example. I first noticed this apparent problem when I found a 1761 map at the Nova Scotia Archives. See 

http://www.versicolor.ca/kerr/InitialNovaScotiaCounties/Initial_Counties_Cropped.jpg
and

http://www.versicolor.ca/kerr/InitialNovaScotiaCounties/1761_Initial_Counties.jpg
According to the1761 map the Cobequed Townships started life in Kings County!

Many changes in county boundaries occurred between 1759 and 1851 and these changes are described in the publication the Boundaries of Nova Scotia and its Counties

Charles Bruce Fergussion, Bulletin of the Public Archives of Nova Scotia, No22, 1966, F90, N85, AR2B, #22. I have copies of a few pages and you can find them at

http://www.versicolor.ca/kerr/InitialNovaScotiaCounties/CountyBoundariesByBruceFergusson/
I am hoping that Colchester Historical Society members who are preparing a book for publication can shed some light on the so called Advocate Grant and the county boundary problem. In fact I would like to contact Colchester Historical Society members in general who might be interested in the ties between Parrsborough Township and the Cobequid Townships.

I am now back in Montreal.  

