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Tore Away the Besnard's Sails and
Smashed Her Mainmast.

When the British bark Robert S. Bes-
nard passed in at Sandy Hook yester-
day morning her skipper, Capt. Andrews,
said that the reason it had taken him
more than three months to get to New
York from Montevideo was that, on
Christmas Eve, while off the coast of
Georgia, he ran into a waterspout.

“It was shaped ltke a mushroom,”

Capt. Andrews declared. * It hit the Bes-
nard and was broken off, near the root,
with the result that all the water fell
on the ship, tearing her sails to shreds
and otherwise so badly damaging us that
it's mighty lucky that we are here at all.”

The Besnard left Montevideo on Nov. 2
last and had good weather all the way to
a point several hundred miles east of the
Georgla coast. Then weather conditions
changed. The day had dawned bright
and clear, but about 8 o'clock the sky
suddenly became oV t and it began
to rain. An hour later the skipper sight-
ed the waterspout bearing down on him.
It towered, he said, almost to the cloud
line, and there broadened out enormously.

Capt. Andrews knew there was trouble
ahead and yelled to the man at the wheel
to steer clear of the onrushing column of
water. The waterspout was traveling too
fast, however, and struck the ship broad-
side, with tremendous force. The impact
heeled the Besnard far over to starboard.
The spout was broken off about ten feet
from its base as if it had been only a big
brittle pipestem.

A tremendous weight of water crashed
down on the deck of the Besnard. The
mainmast gave way, her salls were
ripped, and when she staggered from un-
der the deluge not a rag of canvas was
left.

Once all was clear, the crew af fourteen
was set to clearing away the wregkage.
. This done, the men rigged up a single sail,
and under this the Besnard headed for
Charleston, 8. C., off which port she ar-
rived Feb. 1. She was towed into the har-
! bor by the tug Protector. The tug Ed-
ward Luckenbach brought her to New
| York.
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