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Lill' in the day. I headed right 10 this spot, last
viewed 20W with Nina PilU'lqUin
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To check OUI ttlew corals...Acropora prol~ ....a
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David Graham Pllrlquln
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AI healthy & tKwe grown a 101...Good News!
http,//Yefsicolor.c..,rnl/with Nj~ Pllriquin
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Good News, continued, from the Vauxhall Reel:
5icle.by side m.ges of AcI"O\Xlf. palmat•• few
o.vs ~...o 8 ye.,s ~.lt's grO'M1 a lot and is
very he.lthv. witll Nina Patr!quin
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Good NeW5, contirlued, from lhe Vau~hall Reel:
The incredibly beaUlitul Princess Parrotlish I,
slil convno". With N1N Patriquln.
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NOt-5o·Good News from the V....xhall Reef:
Diplor.labyrinthitormis with Stonv Coral Tissue
Loss [Mease, It hildn't iII1iYe<t in 2020, seems
to be jusl9l'uing S!ilfted now. With Nina
PiltriqUin.
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Unusually calm sea
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'Always happy (0 see Frigate Birds.
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'Hatd to "catch" 1tlllH ones, BUl1erlly 11'ih,
atways In II pair, they IPPil'ently 'male /Qr IiI..'
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QuHn parrol/ish. This a small one, 'sevn mu<;h
bigger bul hard to 'catch"
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The 'Slopl9!'t- Pa.rotfish.
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Today... 'lU\l il!
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Thi5 fringing reel is IlrgeIv dead in temll of
cor~ cover, but there Me atways lOIS of 'ish,
beSI place 10 find them is just seawMd of the
w_s breaking on the reef Clest, lots 01 sma.
food fIvi"'il about. Rod lisner. COIleh some big
one1i here, they come in to feed on the
~I~lef fish. The reel lies in Iroot 01 a
5I.orm Wilter outf~...tlich Pfob. explains Ihe
I;>ck 01 coral CO'o'el' (ellCept near its suward
edge).
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SrMllmouth grunts (m¥lY stripes) & yellow
goat/jstll1 stripe)
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Blue Tang. They SHm qu~e comfortable with
me swirnrning along with them.
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In deepef water towards edge 01 Ike reel...
another diseased COl'iIl, early st.,
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VesterdiIY. after a lew hours documenting coral
<:Iisenes, I needed some 81ue Tang Therapy.
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The Good. the Bad & the Ugly, •. J;wt 29th w~s ~

gre~t day 10 l~ke pies on 'The V.....xhall Reel'.
'5lililots 10 celllbr~le but ~ ru')' I:>itd disease;';
iust getting .tilrted. I teel ~ compulsion to
record the ,"I'~s iI wiS·...iI·' much like the
W~banaki forest ~t home ~s individual trl!l!

spec;e.s go down 10 devasUl!ing di""',,",I. This
partic:ulilr reel ;,; Yel'Y he~lthy OVI!'I".... really the
best shallow water reel in whole MiIrine
Protected Ate~. Those _ snorbIling boats in
the disUln_ see~

(J:l Th..~o .. 'rom _POll
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in shallow willer, a COfai doimg really well,
Acropora proIi!efil. I "discovered" it on this reef
in lOIS (tile fil'sl record of it Illerel. II has
continued to thl'iYe on the Reel Flat up to the
Reel Crest.
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Dipioria dr.os.., big color\ies cha,cateristic of
the Reef Flat in IliIrbaOOs IS documented bv my
·Cor~ Reef Menlor", John Lewis, in 1960. With

[C Thi' photo LI I,om. poSI
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O~vid Gr~hiIm P~!rlqu;n
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Palythoa, ~ colonial zooanthid, and Millepora.
so c~!led ·stinging coral" at the begitwlinQ of
the Reel Crest as you go seaward. These
species ¥e no! cO(aols and will not be affected
by seTLO (St~ CO(al Tissue Loss Disease).
http://llVrSlCoIor_ca,' Is!~-cO(al-1Jssue-loss
In. .. /
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Typical assemblage on "Spurs" in the Reef
Slope zone. The fingef cOfals and stinging COfal
are not affected by SCTlO, but Starlet. greyish
COfai bottom lefl willikely be affected
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The<e ""l!fe many of these Bar Jacks. Stingl"ll
Coral and Finger Coral In background are not
..Heeled by SCTLO.
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Yellow Goilllish.
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Pillar Coral in foreground." is susceptible to
SelLO. This is lhe ·Spur & Groove" Mea of the
reef, where coral SIlU"S protrude seaward with
sandy valle.... belWeert lhem. Lmng coral cover
here is 80%+.
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This trumpelfish has been around Blue Tang (it

lakes on colours of its surroundings)
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Ok on SerlO l"presump!ivto"j on P. strigosa, a
hi9hIv susceptible species.
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Ithink it's I Stoplight Parrotfish, but hard to tell
I,om the view. 'lcMI the ~s. 11 Yelow Ught I
guess. Pilar COfioi below.
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Another Oh Otl. Monlasl,ea cavemosi. first
speocimen o1lhis species t nave seoen with the
<:Iisene {presumpti....j.
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B,own Chromis tisll are plankton eate.-s. always
seem 10 t\aong around these stinging coral
colonies. In biICkgrouond, stinging coral and
finger c<nl; and grey starlet coril, only the
laUe< is susceptible to SCTLO. (But lit the
bottom, yellow pend coral, is '!'fesUl'l1e'd
susceptible'l
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David Graham Patrlquin
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Grunts kang arOlllld them too.
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'S_ alleaS! a doZefl Queen Parrotfish.
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S;tW perhaps 6 pail's of 4-eyed butterfly fishes
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N~~ lhe stinging CO(a1 as I am getting
bac" 10 shore ill low tide. ft's calm today. so not
difficult.
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I call them Cities of Gold. In tile 'Old Days' we
resented these stinging corals (ll'ley are not
closely 'elaled to real corals), today they
IT\ilinl~na 101 of the d;"'ersny and struct..-al
int89ri!v ot the sNIlow water ree~. John Lewis
wrote ilbouIlt>em
hllPS;//PUbmed.ncbl.nlm.nihgovn6782450/
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A perte<=t mornlr.g 10 cel&bate my last day as iI

Seventies-Agel"
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"Boys don'l grow Up", t WiS once told.
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O~vid Graham Pillriquin
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1\', OK Dave, you can go snorkeUi..... now...
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DiVId Graham Patrlquin
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One ot llle last times Nina put a mask on...
lCarriacou, 1968 Of 9), The next & very last
time she came liCe to liCe with a hI9l
biHiCudi; I~ luggested she to put on a
mask & snork.. in the very sate shallow water
near shore at Bath instead of "'just sitmg in the
sun" while she waited for me to come bad<
from at•. She WiIIlittft;I on In. beach when I
got back... IiI'N i huge barr.>cuda!" she said
excitedly. "II Wil probably a pipe-frsh" I said.
But wilen I checked, indeed_ See ..-e

(i!l TN' JI/IOlo i.',om I POll.
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Oavid Graham Palrlquin
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My C.llen·of-Ille-Oay, Feb 5.
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As an about 17-ager. I purchased an ·aqua
lung" from i catalog, got a book on how to use
it Qne·pjece Long John as I wet-suit - I'm still
usi"lllon'iJ Lndefwear u. wetsuit. (Newa SCotia
in lhe late 1950s1.

tEl l"'s pI>o10" I,om. poSl
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Stop·lighl parrot/Ish, iuvel1ile. Feb 5 They are
he1"maplvodites, chal'98 predominant gender
with~,most young Ife female, older ones
ir. males and keep "t\a(ems· aceording to
scientific lit.
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No Net Sum Ga;n? Disnsed brilin coral w~h
symptoms 0/ seTLO IStony Coral Ti$sue los.
Disease) in a coral fIIJ<lie<y ",'n, nexllo
propagated Staghorn coral.
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Feb"""'" 12 '"

But is there actually SCTlO OIl the Vauxhal
Reef? V~ clJ'ious, the P~I., COfals life

supposed 10 be highly susceptible, but I h.l....
Sftfl no signs of any dlsease OIl them. As
-Ihey-have not identified. specifIC P;;Olhogefl.
it's hilrd to confirm th.ll SCTlO is actualy
present on this reef... th.lt's whal • learned after
talldng 10 iIlllXpert on this disease. In the
........,t""", she SiIid, it is helpful to take pies of
both healthy iIlld diseased corals, so th.l1'S
what rm doin' More at _ see~

[I!J 'nil.~o I. ',om. POSI

mo.



.. David Graham Palriquin
~ Febr""ry12 0

like a hand...
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Catch·of·the-Oay ~sterdav. Freoch AngelI,.h,
Intenne<!lile growth st." I never see more
rhan iii few of these, always I highlight when I
do. 1\ Will in the lime area I have seen them in
the past. With Nina Patriquln With Claire
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Oavid Grahem Palrlqu;n
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Catch of the Oav (Feb 141: a pair of
WNtespoued Filefish. Thev change colou" with
the surround., feed 00 Stinging Coral,
SPOOlges ... so not sure what thev mighl la"e...
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Sti~Coral- food for liIefish. I call these
colonies 'C~ies of Gold", perhaps bronze today.

[i:l ThI. pI>o1o is lrom. POll
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David Graham Patrlquin
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Also on the mef1U: Balytloo in schools near the
surlace

[I!J 'nil.~o I, 'rom. POSI



...
V~W post

..0o

David Graham Patrlquin

• February 15 "

Lion/ish. the first I !lave seen this year. They
flop about like plastic bag. in tile waler. Serious
milSive, but kepI undef pretty good COfltrol bv
fishing, they are apparlHltly good eating. Not for_.

[i!!l n-...~o I, 'rom. POSI
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David GraNm Palriquin
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Ugh sponed Scorpionlish (Slonelishl. More
than an'(lhing else, 1!\Me •• wt\ill ilfe feared
most in my seagrns rfiearch dil'f$, laW many,
IOftunately ~er got impiIled by one. "The
sp;ne.s located OIl I"" bKIt of lhe fish can inject
venom, so these animals un pow ad~ to
hurrIans. The YenOm is compoS«! of
I1emol'rtlagic, MmoIy6c~ proteolytio;:

activil:in, u -'I is grdiotoxins, whic;h rr.;lIt
in I drop in blood InsSU'It, ;n;I hNrt and
f~"tofyrat•. Svm9_ include~._...-
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GrHn Turtle. In days gone by Ule eggs and
meat were common menu items in Barbados.
NolflOW.

[I:J ThI, P'>olo Is lrom • poSl
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Ti,pgn, about 5 fl
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On lhe menu yesterday".bllt I was not going 10
eat il! Flying Gurnard, known locally as Bat Fish

(E nlll poIIol0 ,"l,om 1 POll
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David Graham Palrlquin
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Fil'\il offering: Palometa (posslbly) 'Hard 10
capture ttlem against the sandy backgrOIlrICI
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Oavid Graham Palrlquin
Febl\lMY19 0

TodallS Fish Pies (Feb 191
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O~vld Graham Patrlquin
• Feb"""" 19 0

Got it this time (Palometal
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D~vid Gr~""m P~triquin

Flbnlaty19 ('I•
Pucock Flounder lool<ing strilight ~t me with
lett? eyel

(I:l Th.. pohoto II Irom 1 POI!
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Bat fish in fLltlllight. Thye are ~ind 01 creepy.
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D~vld Gr~Nm P~trlquin

• FIbIuwy 28 0

Vel'\llS Se~ Fan (Gorgonia flabelum) on reef just
to tile south of 'Tile Club', Sm~1I side branches
f«m on this spKies, not seen on the more
common, Common Se~ F.... (Gorgonia
Vefltalify). This reef is pretty b_ but Ns a
few species I don't see elsewhere, this is 0"" of
them,. rul beMy, With Nin~ Patriquin With

CIa"e Aodg«

(i!l ThllJl/>Oto II I,om 1 POll
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The more common, Common Sea Fan
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Thew are the "1ringillQ reefs' in the Barbados
MPA, (Marioe Protected mil. The R~I with thl!
Venus Se. Fin is 833. More explan.lltion hefe:
httP/f\Ie<SlColol".cI/barbadOSlmpa/

[i!J TM pI>oto "'rom. post
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Wl\al they SiIW...
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D~vld Grilhilm Piltrlquin

• I,lMch 5 '"

Student days neIIer end, lll'llesi. In 1966, i took
~ field course ~t McGill's Bellilirs Reseilrch
Institute in 8M~, my intro to tropiciIl
marine biology. 'Last couple of days I
YOIuntered with COl"lAlL 10 help host iI McGill
geography stuclerltlield c\;Iss. CORALL:
hllPS:/twww.facebook.comJCorillReel
Restor~tionAf~¥oC.'CORALL 8 ....biIdos

IE This photo "',om 1 POll
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Their project: to document coral disease al
_ral slles... here on II breakwater.
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David Graham Patrlqu'n
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There was a lUrtle-teeding snorkel tourist
acti\lity nearb'JI. They were also leeding sting
rays ... this r¥f followedu. all to shore IoolUng
lor more food ... a lesson in something.

tc Thi' pI>o1o I' I,,,,,,. poSl
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193Ye them one of mv 2 underwater camera. to
documenllhe Coril. and record their
Pil'ticipation...

lC r ..... p/>o1o ~ I,om. post.



•••

••o

David Graham Patrlqu'n
• t.l..c~ 5 0

Day 2, we go 10 a currently Ilealthy reef 10 i0oi<
lor cjjseased coral•. My ott-snori<elling partner
Claire Rodgef alleft also helped coordinate
"tile kids'; they were wondefIul.

tc Thi' pI>o1o I' I,,,,,,. poSl
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On "Tile Wreck",
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Healthy reel now, wi. it slay so? The dominant
cori! hefe is suceptible 10 lhe disease thaI's
sweeping lhe Caribbean.

(i!l TN' JI/IOlo i.',om I POll.
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This once prominant COfai waSIl', tier. in 1966
(111\ad been eliminated by the 19405, mainly by
iIlIricukl~a1 ruoo1f; then a disease swept the
C~bbean5in the early 198011. It started
cirninll bKk in Baroados about 10 yean ago. So
there is some good news.

[i!!l nv. ~10 il I,om. POll
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Iintroduced Miin. Jesslc. Patriquin to the
·Cities of Gold" veSlerdav.
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O~vld Graham Palriquin
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The basic Sl!ucture is fOfll'led by ·Squarrose
Stin9ing Coral", consisting 01 ma~ little box..s
wilh many inl\abitants, and always a swarm of
little fi5h ...ound them, some inside the bo:res.

[i!J Jr.• .,nolO .. I,om. post
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David Graham Patdqu;n

• "'OIch 7 0
This video speed is reduced 50%, otherwise
eve<ything is J\'IO\/ing too fast to see the
indMduallish. The blue fish with yellow ta~s

and irrideSCe<\t spots are Yellow Oamselfish.

T....... jealously guard their boxes. More about
the inhatMl¥>tS in this photo album:
hnps.-//photos.lpp.googl.Mw3ZAIP3pSeCEU..
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Also contributing to the ambiance 01 the
landSCilpe but not 10 the tlousing: leafy
S~Cn. J.B.Lewis (~PhD co
WPef\'isorl wrote /I relliew paper about lhts
group (stinging cOfills, Millepora sw) in Ihe
Caribbe",,:
hllpS:/!Pubmed.ncbl.nlmnih.gcwn67824S0/
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David Graham Patdqu;n
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Leary Stingiog COl'a1
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l!Nly Stingiog Conll
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Today is the tirs! time I have seen Sargassum
weed in the Holetown area of Barbados

~ nlfs ""0'0 is hom a po".
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I am guessing it \YOI11 gel a 101 worse lkiln lhis
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Sargassum at Bath on Barbados East Coast

mo. It

David Graham Palrlquin
• t.l¥c~ 10 0

'Hardly iI surprise 10 SH ali"le on the West
COiIst, it's the east and south coasts ItIat get
pile's like those in tills pic taken ilt my seag,a••
research ~. in 2015. There wils zero visibility
for the r.Sl SO m trom shore. Read about the
issue here: hnpsll_~ssumhub.org}about
UliiftSUITI/ Also this recent scientific: article:
hnps://IInk spmgel'.cOlllIMtJclenO,1007/.10236
-022-01511-1
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David Graham Patrlqu;n
• ""...ch\7all30PM 0

James & Cilrolvn arri'nd today, just as the
walers calmed and cleared. James & I did a
googles-and-t\ippefs only tour 01 the reef/Cities
of Gold. with Jamel Boyer Next Day: Unfort..
the next outiog \OOf1t be for another weelc. - Nina
& Iboth tested posibye for Covid this a.m.,
must stay 'at home' fol' il week.
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.. Oavid Graham Palriquin
~ "'",ch 27 at 9:24 AM 0

P.,.,ps Of! the rock and one lallghr.g Gull Style



O~vld Graham Palrlqu;n
• "'-c~ 27 M 9·24 ...... 0

What II weelt of strong wallt! ilCtion wiM do...
remcMl about 4 ft 01 sand (top left) & knock ill

lot of the wall poonels into the wall!f. So the
choice to get 10 'The Little Beach' is now Ii)
""sh by the willi between big w~{i) wale. the
, ft ledge aoo.., (ii) swim, OR (;...) just et10Y the
-Smill 8eicl!' (in foreground top pic, al right).
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Oavid Graham Palrlquin
• .....c~ 21 M 9·24 AM 0

Hotse·ey1l Jilek. and Blue Tang
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David Graham Palr!quln
• I.U!'cll 27 al 9 24.t..M 0

On the wreck. ~uite a change of so:::ene from
early JiIIl. Now most of lhe corals ....e
infected/deild from dlse..se

lI!l Til,. JI/IOlo •• f'om • POll
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DiVld Grilh;lm Pillrlq...in
• _cIl27~924~ 0

Still hopeful I thought. Tke Mount-.om Slar
COfal, abundant in about 20·25ft on the
1000efHf, has remaWled 1m of disea" but poss.
lim signs today flower pic)
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O~vld Gr~ham P~trlqu;n

M¥dl 27 M 92( AM 0

These corals on leitdlng edge 01 the spun; are
nol ~"ecled by lhe new dise~ses.



•••

V;"w pOtt

...oHi

D~vld Gr~h;lm P~trlquin
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Pillar COril1 is stil not infecled.. It is highly
susceptible SCllO, so Wh;ll'1 ~tI;ICking may
not be that dise~se or it t\ils modified on its way
from Miami 10 Barbados.

~ TIlls~o ','rom lPO.l
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Princess Pa'rol1ish and damsel1ish posed for
~
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Divld Grihim Pilrlquin
• M..c" 21 at 9· 24 "'" 0

This guy wouldn't gel out of my field of vision..
(Trumpet Fish)
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David Graham Patrlqu;n
• t.t..ch29M158PM 13

Yesterday, I spent I little time drifting with this
Hawksbillurlle, as it turned out. for one wt>oIe
breath of , .... turtle, I tried to capture it taking a
breath right allhe beginning, captured it at the
end. I decided I soor1cel much like Ihe turtle
swims, drifling wilh the waves and expending
u litlle -IVV otherwise u necessary.
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David Graham Patrlquin

• ""lfch 31 .16·.3 """ 0

Swimming just beyond or lust before
(whichever is easier or safer) the Reef Crest,
where the WiMlS break, is a great place 10 see
lish, UP lale In lhe day. They seem attracted to
the debris, irwel"tebrales elC stirred up by !he
breaking WiMlS; thefe are schools of smal!l!'r
~ I¥gel" lish~ e'<efY ncNI~ Itlen a reallv
big lish (e.g., laIrPDf1, bonelish Of bMracuda)
wiI come in aller them- IIaord to C<lldl on vide
n they _ so fnt but I think right at the end of

this one Iher_. see more
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O~vld Graham Patrlquin

""""'"11118 PM "

By the 'Big 8rea~water' at Beaclllands
yesterday, 'great place 10 see fish
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DiVld G'ahim Palrlquin

• """', -' 8.18 pt,l 0

There was a~ 0' Scrawled filefi5h. They
change colours w~h the bitckground.
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Oavid Graham Palrlquin

• ~1011118PM '"

2nd Scrawled file/ish
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.. David Graham Palriquin
~ "",,11 at 6:16 PM ..,

There are lots 01 small brain corals O<l these
rocks, just a lew species. The two pics shpw
progression 01 disease' on two P.•trigo.a, from
rO<Jghly hall infected Feb 12 to totally while and
dead on Mar 31. Perhaps more inleresting...will
some remain completely free 01 inledion O\Ier
time? - Will f;rId out next year! (I have lots of
pics for comparison) 'The disease is White
Plague and/or Stony Coral Tissue Loss Disease.

~ Thi. photo i. "om. post



...O~vld Graham Patrlqu;n
• "Pol 2 al a 34 "M l'

Today's Fish Flick: Follow the Peacock Flouoder
(if \'Ou can)

o
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Divld Grihim Pitrlquin

• Aprj. ot B 21 Alol ""

Amidsl ill the bild news ilbout corill .eefs
gene.iIy ifId lhe arrivil of deildly diseiSes on
Vaouxhill Reel, lhe.. is some Good N~: fused
Slighorn COIiII (Acroporil proliferil continues
to thriW! on Vaou-'l,," Reef. I just completecl my
'iO'lf\Uil survey' 01 this corill on Viuxhill Reel. I
dtscOYefecl it lhere in 201S, growr.g on the Reef
Hilt OUIto the Reel C.nl zone. 11'$ il hybricl
between Stighom ccnllAcropori ce<Vil:omis)
ilOd Elkhorn corilll t.Acropora proIiferill. More
about il._ see nwre
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David Gr.ham Pattiquin
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An individ~colony 00 the RHI Flat
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David OrlNm Palr;quin

• ""... 4., 8·23 AI.I ""

Map shows tile ilppro~jlT\ilte ....n of FuJ;ed
Staghorn Corlill Vi>U~haIlRftl (that's th" .eef
just 10 the soultl 01 the beilCh it "Beachl;ands).
Ther. is 1 massive comple~ of colonie'! in the
Reel C,est Zone wherew~ bra., just south
of the small breakwater •I~ "o.n... A
po'oIifera.•.• on the map;;and sc,.nerOldind~
colonin in a sweep towards 1hore.PeopIe
generaly don' swim in lhis ilflN beQuw it is
quite shioIow ;and~~. _ the ..."•.
Best visited at Hi9- See more
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... Oavid Graham Paldqu'n ...
"II:' ....,.;l. 111123 AM '"

Tow¥ds the seaward limit, rile coral forms a
comple~ with a zooanUlid lPalythoa
~soo); lind stillgling coral (t.4;lle\lOraj

ti!l TlIi'J "","0"' I,om. poSI
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D~vld Gr~h;lm P~lrlquin

• Apnl"ot e23 ...1.1 ""

This Is a filVOUr~l: lWO A. prolifllf~ colonies
growing on the siMs of ~ ",",ssiYe Diplori~

c~¥OSa coral.
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A pjc II~ in 2015 dUfing a very low tide. The
art: in the loreoground is formed bV the Fu5l!d
S~ COl'al/Patylhoa/Milepoa cOl'l'llllex. Th"
~ outcrops further seaward are stinlling
corio! (Uinepon,). There couldn't be a better
pIKe for new corillll'OWlh as its growth here
increaws coastal protection. (The boats in the
dist.-ce are snor1teIing ventures, moored near
"The Wreck', I
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O~vld Graham Patrlquln
• Aj>nla It no A,1.l 0

Yesterday'S fish companion: the SCrawled
Fileflsh. Evide'ltly. PalythGa mammiHosa la
zooanthid) WilS on lhe menu.
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DiVld Grahilm Patrlquin
• Aplil 5 at 7 2S.o.M 0

Over 0I>l" 3 months, we venh.ored 001 01 the
HoIetown area only 3X, one by bus to
Balhshebil with the O'kid•. another to
Heywood. north of SpTown with Ev..
Torstelnson...and finillty on April S. we went on
a small Cat cruise out of B,own with James
Boyer & friends.

(E Ttl.. p/Ioto .. "om 1 POll
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O~vld Gr~ham Patrlqu;n
• ~5~725AM 0

We had one snof\(elilng 5109. in Carlise BaV.
here on lhe "8~janQueen", I wreck; II its
shaIoweSI only • few meters deep. As common
pI".clice on lhese 5flOl'1(e11lng npeditions. fish
in lhe wreck IfN Me fed and lhefe is I
colourlul oooh-11lhh assemblage to greoet
snorbl~.

[i:J 1lIiJ p./Iolo ~ ',om. POSI
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David Graham Palriqu;n
• AI>nl 5'17,25 AM 13

This is whal most interested me: what wilS the
slite 0' the coral. on the wTeCk? As 1had seen
on 'The Wreck' I' VilUidIaII reef in HoletOWfl.

most 01 the corals were diseased...but here the
diseilSe was even l\'lOl'e advanced - greater "
infected, more totaly dead. CIeMty the disease
901 started hefe eilOier than Holetown. t;om
pretty convonced that leedlnQ the fish is I
fKlor stJrnulMing !he <lsease 10 levels higher
I~ it WOIAd be odlerwise on these -ed<s. It~

• lesson thaI ... see more
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O~vid Graham Paldquln
~5"725.o.M 0

On the plus side, I was surprised to see
OreilSlet reticulalus, the IHg "Cushion Starfish"
on the sparse seagrus It Carlisle Bay. It was
once supe<ilbundanl in seagrns beds in the
W.I., not so flOW. I donI remembef ever seeing it
in Baorbados in the ~t (bKk to 1966),
~h I know it Wil. common 'in the old days
(19S0s n belOfel
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• ....,... 5 ., 725.o.M '"

W. we<ll tlvough watts 01 sargassum weed,
stil!Mssfully sparse in tile Holelown area.
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O~vld Graham Palrlqu,n
• 4d 0

Holetown Reels wrap-up lor 2023. A few pies
ilustrallng some 01 'good things' and
'concen,;ng things'. observed about these
reefs in 2023. I tIave now been looking at Ill"'"
8"""'Y vear since 2015 e~cepl 2021 and 2022.
T....se fini,I obsefviltions for 2023 were
conducted on ArK 4_ ill Reef 34/V_halI; and
on Af]I6 when my Emr~-ColIe ....-al
Arms~ 80yef and I lOOk the route Sot-..
on the moop, s.kirting the se_ard edges of the
fmging reeh (1lUl,lbe1ed 3110 34 - see hlL-_.
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David Graham Patriquin
• • d 0

On 'The Wreck' at Vauxhall Reel, some ch""9"s
in the corals from when 11;"51 arrived. The arrOW
points 10 a colony of Ol'ti:ella aooularis
(Mountainous Slar Col"alj, the only one on the
wreck. I had been watching it ca.eluly for signs
01 SelLD (Stony Cor..1Tlssue loss Disease} as
there is I lot of !his cent on these reefs and it is
reported to be h9llY susceptible to sene but
I wilsn't seein9 it. Here it sat MflOOl9Sl: other
C<Qls lhal were affected by SCTLO ot WPO
(While PI_ SH more

Apr 4,2023
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David Graham Patdquin

• 4d "

A Big clo..mp 01 D. annularis about 25 feet deep.

now heavily infected by, presumably. sellD.
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David Graham Patriquin
••d 0

But ne~ anott- coral,~ Coral, an
endangered species thaI i$ feported 10 be
highly susc~bIe 10 SCnD, but remaoned
uninfecled on Apr 4. It was Joe_eel torwiIfds the
end of I "spur-" ... the spu n WOO"'I/se_ard
slope part of the tmgng fe.(.

iii 0

lEI Thts pl>atO" If"'" • l"'"'. V~W """
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.. David Graham Patriquin
~ Aonl 6 at 7,1S 1o.M 0

With James Boyer, about to set out"" O1J' final
snorkel lour together. We had planned to do a
lot mo;e. but Nina aoo I got covid shol1ly after
James & Carolyn arrived: Nina and I got better
and then they gal a gastro-intestinal thing and
we tinally had ""Iy a few days lett. We made
good use at them!

I
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David Graham Patrlquin

• • d '"

We started just past Surfside (popular partying
spot). .• "lets see if there a~ <lny tarpon today...•
lhe<e wef., we saw a half dozefl Of I1'lCJ.re 5th.
On one I saw wtlat looked ~ke two Ramoras

c1eanir>51 it I~hl it on a poor vKleol, which I
~'t See<I before, I~Ied it, and ,amoras
¥e known to HSOC~lewith tarpon (they are
uwally aSSOCIated with sl'Ialbl.

[i!J Tlv' ~IO ,. ',om. POll
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O~vid Graham Patrlqu;n...
l...o:ted up seeing about ill dozl!fl French
Angelfish this \lUI".
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O~vid Graham Piltdqu,n...
And lots 01 Hawksbil Turtle lEndaogered
Speciesl, hefe on very sparse seagrass.
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.. David Graham Patriquin
~4d 0

A Irttle bey<md the edge of the lfirlging reefs,
less affected by pollutants than close, Ie> shom,
there are some nice patches at cOfal, Here, a
beautiful colony of Siderastrea radians (Starlet
Corall. with some small P. strigas" brain corals.

~ fh.. photo i. Irom. po.t
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David Graham Patriquin".
Avery colourful sponge,

[d Th" photo i. hem ~ ~~-".



•••

Vie.. pOi'

o

David Graham Patrlqu,n
• • d 0

On the lrioging feel, not far from 'The Club' II
healty colony of Elkhom corallAcropora
palma14ol, II species not affected bv these
rKent disenes; next to it. P. 'trigo,a brain
corio!, so far, disuse-flee. (SCTLO and WPO
affect...-ny I the br~n COfio!s, and othef
'mHsive cor.'). Wol it be infected when I
re'Yisil in 20247 lJ\M's Ill\' big question for nelrt
year- how~ susceptible corals remain
uNnIectedJliIn! there signs of some resist.x=e?

[;:) ThI, p/>o1o i. Irom. POSl
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.. David Graham Palriquin
~4d 0

A ·Crty 01 Gold" at the edge of the fringing reef.
Formed by ·Stinging Coral", not a true coral,
they host a lot of invertebrate and fish life. Not
altecled by commo<l coral diseases. In the
middle, a P. strigo... brain coral, 2/3rds infected
by SCTLD or WPD.

~ Thi. photo .. from a po.t
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David Graham Palriqu;n
• d 13 Apr6

011 on. A little be\'OOd lhe I~ng reefs,about
20 It deep, a patch of 'HI with Pillar Coral,
seeming infected with SCTLD. The first and
only ume I nw anv signs if infec600 on this
species. It', i pretty good indication that WI!

ndHd "- SCTLO here, prortlably WPD also.

lEI ThiS p/>o1o ~ I,om. POSI
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David Graham Patdqu;n...
A striking red al9a, • think it is OChtodes
scundiraomea; first time I haVl! seen it in_.
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David Graham Palrlqu,n...
Ano!h&r OII-Oh. Infected Starlet coral.
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O~vid Graham Patrlquln
• ~16

& thilt's it 10< 2023 folks! Hopelully to be
resumed in emy 2024. W~I post more at
httpl/Ye<sicolor.cl/barbadoS/
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